Fullerton Public Library
www.fullertonlibrary.org

January 2017
Volume 4, Issue 1

Director’s Report
“Ring in the New Year”
We here at the Library are looking forward to exciting changes in 2017! We are
anticipating the launch of our new Fullerton Public Library website this year. It has been
constructed and now we are organizing the population of the website. Actually, it’s
really more than one website. In addition to a reimagined general webpage, we’ll be
debuting a totally revamped Children’s Section along with special websites dedicated to
our Local History Room and Teen Area.
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Later in the month of January, the majority of our staff who interact with the public
will be trained in Mental Health First Aid, a course focused on identifying,
understanding, and responding to signs of mental illnesses. Our very own Library
Technical Assistant II, Jason Woods, has attended the statewide training of library staff
through a federal grant to present the 8-hour class with former Fullerton Library
Children’s staff member and current Anaheim Public Library librarian Katrina Ford.
The purpose of this training is in line with the reason why many of us are trained in
general first aid: to provide immediate help to those in need by directing them to those
who can give specialized care.
I’m eager to watch an exciting 2017 unfold before us here at the Fullerton Public
Library!

Judy Booth
Acting Library Director
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FPL Welcomes a New Librarian
Kent Baecker is a native son of California
and Orange County, born in Anaheim and
raised in Irvine. He graduated from Cal State
Fullerton in 2006 with a BA in history and
spent the next year after graduation teaching
English in Szczecin, Poland. He enrolled in
the San Jose MLIS program in 2010,
graduated in 2014, and soon after was hired
by the Corona Public Library as a part-time
librarian. Throughout all this he managed to
marry his wife, Jennifer, welcome a daughter,
Julia, and adopt his dog, Bella; he is
expecting another daughter, Olivia, in June.
His interests include rare book and
antiquarian collecting, computer games,
gardening, and anything Star Wars.
–KENT BAECKER

“Dr. Kate Burlingham, Assistant Professor of History at California State
University, Fullerton, shared her research on Americans in Angola, an area
controlled by Portugal until the 1970s.”
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Town & Gown Series Considers
“An American in Luanda”
On December 7, 2016, an iconic date in
American and world history, the Fullerton
Public Library hosted another of its Town &
Gown lectures; this time the topic was “An
American in Luanda.” Dr. Kate Burlingham,
Assistant Professor of History at California
State University, Fullerton, shared her
research on Americans in Angola, an area
controlled by Portugal until the 1970s. Her
approach to the history of “the US and the
World” differs from more conventional
diplomatic history by bringing into the story
the role of groups like missionaries, who
represent one element of American “soft
power” across the globe. Dr. Burlingham
gave a helpful overview of African
geography as she pinpointed the Central
Angolan highlands, where she has spent time
doing archival research, and answered
questions from the audience about the
ethnic diversity of the region, the slave trade,
and the larger context of 19th and 20th
century imperialism. After the Civil War,
American missionaries went to Africa, in
part to repent for slavery, with a model to
educate the local population and then

convert them to Christianity. She took us all
the way through the 20th century with an
overview of the Gestapo-like surveillance
state under the regime of Antonio Salazar
and explained how the various anti-colonial
organizations all had their roots in the
American missions.
– KRISTINE DENNEHY

THE MAIN CHURCH AT DONDI MISSION
STATION IN ANGOLA.

Staff Receives Training in Use of
the Library’s New Defibrillator
The Library now has a defibrillator
available to staff for emergency assistance
purposes. The staff has also gone through an
orientation and training process so that they
understand how the defibrillator works and
can access it during an emergency. The
defibrillator is designed to analyze the need
for an electrical response to a cardiac
episode. We’re happy to have the
defibrillator on hand in case the need arises
to assist a member of the community or staff
member with this important medical tool.
–TIM MOUNTAIN

“The children rang bells to welcome him, then enjoyed bell crafts and cookie
decorating as they waited their turn to sit on Santa’s lap.”

Jingle All the Way: Holiday Family
Night in the Children’s Library
On December 13 the Children’s Room
hosted “Jingle All the Way: Holiday Family
Night.” The program targeted young
children and their families for an evening of
stories, crafts, puppet shows and a special
visit from Santa. 210 visitors were in
attendance, enjoying stories and songs with
Gina Moffitt and June McIntire and puppets
with Janine Jacobs. The evening’s high point
was the arrival of Santa. The children rang
bells to welcome him, then enjoyed bell
crafts and cookie decorating as they waited
their turn to sit on Santa’s lap. Teen
volunteers did a great job helping the
children with crafts, serving cookies, and
playing holiday songs on the piano.
–JUNE MCINTIRE

The Story of Dora May’s Chair
In the Children’s Library, against a small
wall in between the older children’s fiction
and the picture books, there is a vintage oak
reading chair. Above the chair is a plaque
and an original illustration made by fourtime Caldecott award winner, Leo Lionni.
On any given day you may see a child sitting
there reading a book in the chair or perhaps
using the arm to lean on as they write. The
plaque above the chair reads:
THE LIBRARY READING CHAIR
For the Boys and Girls of Fullerton
Please Sit and Enjoy Reading a Book
Let it Expand Your Mind
And Always Remember
Try to Be All That You Can Be
In Loving Memory of
Dora May Sim
Fullerton Children’s Librarian
1952-1984

children find just the right book to read and
shared the joy of reading every day. There
could be no more fitting memorial for the
gentle librarian who was always willing to
share books and stories with any child,
including me as I grew up here in Fullerton.
So the next time you’re in the Children’s
Library, take a look at the chair and pick out
a good book to read with one of the
children in your life. That would have made
Dora May smile.
–JANINE JACOBS

Upcoming
Events
Wed., Feb. 1 - 6:00 PM
Independent Film
Join us on the first
Wednesday of every month
for a FREE movie. The
selection for February is
Spotlight (2015, R).

The chair is a memorial to a former FPL
children’s librarian and the author of Ostrich
Eggs for Breakfast. It was presented to the
library by Maureen File, Dora May’s
daughter. The chair itself came from a
school in Redlands, California, where Mrs.
Sim was born. Over the 32 years of her
career, Dora May helped thousands of

Writers Guild Celebrates Heroes
December 7 found friends and family of
the members the Fullerton School District’s
Writers Guild celebrating the culmination of
months of writing and re-writing. Students
from Acacia School, Laguna Road School,
Richman School, and Parks Junior High
School had the opportunity to join in a
writing project which will culminate in a
collection of all of these students’ directed
writing pieces, and I had the opportunity to
once again participate as a mentor to the
students. This year, I mentored five 5thgrade students from Richman School. My
particular group of students was tasked with
interviewing a member of their family and
seeking to find and write that person’s
“Hero’s Journey.”
Teenaged professional writer Nara Duffie
was the celebration’s special guest speaker.
Nara presented the Hero’s Journey as
experienced in so many of our culture’s
favorite works, such as Harry Potter and Star
Wars, reinforcing this year’s theme. She
related the material to the student’s own

expectations as they wrote about their
personal heroes, and she made it
entertaining. All participants received a copy
of Nara’s most recent book, Monster Realm.
Find it in paperback in our Children’s
Library!
–JUDY BOOTH

Wed., Feb. 8 - 6:00 PM
Living with Alzheimer’s
for Caregivers
Learn strategies to help
intervene with some of the
most common behavioral
challenges of Alzheimer’s
disease.
Wed., Feb. 15 - 4:00 PM
Teen Book to Movie Club
Join us for Howl’s Moving
Castle (2004, PG). Read the
book (beforehand), watch
the movie, enjoy snacks, and
discuss it with other teens
Sat., Feb. 18 - 10:30 AM
Lego Fun Day
Build and create with Lego
blocks! A program for Lego
builders of all ages.
These are just a few of the
fun and informative
programs happening next
month at FPL! For more
information and a complete
calendar of upcoming
events, please visit us at
fullertonlibrary.org.

